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The Arab Spring unexpectedly developed in late 2010 with peaceful protests in a number of Arab

countries against long-standing, entrenched regimes, and rapid political change across the region

ensued. The Arab Spring: Change and Resistance in the Middle East examines these revolutions

and their aftermath. Noted authorities writing specifically for this volume contribute chapters

focusing on countries directly or indirectly involved, illuminating the immediate and long-term

impacts of the revolutions in the region and throughout the world. A thoughtful concluding chapter

ties together key themes, while also delineating persistent myths and misinterpretations. This is an

essential volume for students and scholars of the Middle East, as well as anyone seeking a fuller

understanding of region and what may lie ahead.
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"The best general book on the Arab Spring so far. Covers all the ground. Makes all the necessary

distinctions between the popular uprisings. And draws many useful lessons."Ã¢â‚¬â€•Roger Owen,

Harvard University "This collection is the most comprehensive to appear since the &#145;Arab

Spring&#39; erupted at the end of 2010. Part I includes contributions on Tunisia, Egypt and Libya

that completed revolutions, Syria that is still undergoing one, and Saudi Arabia and Jordan that have

so far managed to avoid them. Part II concentrates on the regional and international responses to

the 'Arab Spring'. The collection is bookended by the editors&#39; thoughtful introductory chapter

framing the topic and a perceptive concluding chapter by the historian James Gelvin. This book is

highly recommended."Ã¢â‚¬â€•Philip S. Khoury, Massachusetts Institute of Technology



Mark L. Haas is associate professor in the Political Science Department and the Graduate Center

for Social and Public Policy at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. He is the author of The Clash of

Ideologies and The Ideological Origins of Great Power Politics, 1789&#150;1989, and coeditor of

The Middle East and the United States (Westview Press).David W. Lesch is professor of Middle

East history and chair of the History Department at Trinity University. Dr. Lesch is the author of

several books, including Syria: The Fall of the House of Assad and The New Lion of Damascus, and

coeditor of The Middle East and the United States (Westview Press).

In connection with my Great Decisions group, I read "The Arab Spring" to gain a better

understanding of how the changes in Egypt are affecting other areas of the Middle East. I found this

book to be Very Good in this regard. Each section profiles one country, including Turkey and

Russia. The section authors obviously have spent a lot of time in their area and appear to be

extremely knowledgeable. The book presents facts, not suppositions. The authors only express

their own suggestions of what's next in the final paragraphs.
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